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MINERAL LEASES
REQUIRE.LEGISLATION

Nebraska Supreme Court Favors
Plan O State Board But Says
Legisiation Is  Needed

In an opinfon handed down last
Saturday, the supreme court of Ne-
braska decreed that the development
of the potash and other mineral de-
posita on state lands must awalt the
action of the legistature and that
lawg muzgt be passed permitting the
Atate board of edueational lands and
funds to isstie mineral Wasos on these
lands before they can be developed

The court held that the present
“agriculturnl’ lases do not permit the
holders thereof to take minerals-
potush, oll ete, from the state lands,
It 18 very probable that the governor
will inelude this matter in hie enll for
the special session of the legislature
which starts next Tuesday. Questions
which will come up in the passing of

lawe covering the leasing of state
lands for anineral  development will
include the proposition of pumping

from “meander’” lakes —lakes owned
by two or more parties from which
different companies desire to pump;
whether or not the leases already
granted by the state board should be
continued as valid; the term under
which state lands should bhe worked:
ete¢. The pipe line question has  al-
ready been settled by a bill introduc-|
ed by Representative Lloyd Thomas
of Alliance at the last session of the
legislature.

The following article from the Sun-
day Lincoln State Journal tells of the
opion handed down by the supreme
court: '

The disposition of the potash in
lakes on state school land must walt
the action of the state legislature, So
decreed the state supreme court in
an oplnion hadded down Saturday
The state board, under this decree,
has no power to issue mineral leases
to any person until the legislature
has prescribed under what terms and
in what method such lpases may be
made. At the same time no person
holding school land upon which pot-
ash Inkes are located has a right to
gell or use the potash from those
laken, because under his lease he is
forbidden to cause any waste, and
this Is waste,

In view of this great need of the
government for potash in making
munitions and in growing crops and
the fact that if the state desires to
profit as much by its possession of
potagh on school lands as private
capital is doing from potash on pri-
vately owned lands, Governor Neville
ig expected to Include in the call for a
gpecial session of the leglslature a
recommmendation for legislation that
will enable the state board of educa-
tlonal landg and funds to execute
valid lenses,

The governor some time ago said
that he did not contemplate doing so,
but the deecision tying the hands of
the state board and making legisla-
tive action necessary puts a new face
on the situation He had a copy of
the declision ordered for himself, and
will inspeect that before taking defi-
nite action. The state board has
alveadv jssued 227 leases, practically
all of them on the royalty basis of one
eigth of the value of the potash tak-
en., In one lake alone the experts
flzure there is a  million * dollar's
worth of potash, and thnis is largely
located on state land, It is one of the
Briggs lakes and was included in the
Ridgell leases.

Potash is selling for from %80 to
$£140 a ton, dependent upon the per-
centage of potash in the solids sold.
This price is very likely to continue
as long as the war lasts and for some
time afterwards. Over in Germany
there are potash mines, where the
mineral Is taken out Iinexpensively
and under ordinary conditions this
can be sold at prices that will make
Aaerican competition difileult unless |
production costg can be Iargely de-
creased or production afforded it by
tariff laws In any event the price,
which ranged grom £11 to 228 before
the war, is bound to take a drop when
the Germans get back Into the market
again, For this reason and because of
the fact that the demand is for about
ten timeg as much as could be sup-
plied lnst yvear, the state will have to
hurry if it desires to share in the top
prices possible under war conditions

The sult in which the decision was
given was that of the Fawn Lake
Ranch compuany, lessees  of stule
school 1end in Cherry sounty, which
sought to enjoin Joseph Combaw,
who holds a mineral lease from the
gtate mourd of educational lands and
funds, from entering upon the land to
take out the potash from lakes there-
on. Cumbow won in the lower court,
which sustained the right of the
board to igsue leases.

The state contended In the sult
that the granting of leases for agri-
cultural and grazing purposes gave
the holder no right to extract miner-
als or remove the same from the
lands covered by the lease, The su-
préeme court upholds this contentlon,
saying that to remove minerals from
stute land would be to commit waste,

which is forbidden by the terms of
the lease
*™The state futher contended that the
board of educational lands and funds
had the authority to execute mineral
leases on school lands already leased
for agricultural and grazing pur-
poses. The supreme court says that

lghoutd 2,000

it may do so. but only under a npr_-rbl
fie grant of power by the state legis

lnture which has never yet directed
under what terms and conditions
minernl leages on school Innds shall
be executed, It was contentled by the
attorneys opposing the state that un

til the Jegizglnture had m'l"tl_ no group
of state officers could pet
and deal out leascs on whatever
terms they might deemn  proper. So
both sldes lost and both sidea won
imny good.
wha! they

logether

won does neither of them

The Woods brothers of Lincoln had
mude arrnngements to finance the
Rideell leases, and this decision
throws all these leases, back wpon the
market, or will whenever the legisla-
tiure takes action to place them upto
the highest bidder, when it will be
inybody's race. The Woods comphany
however owns some leages on private
lands, and contemplates  proceeding
with their development. The Western
Potash Company has & lease from the
owner of the Briggs lease, this hav-
ing been taken because a big lake on
land purchased by It extends over on-
to stante land. Before pumping begins
it will be poasible to make such terms
ng will insure the state payment for
what it owns

L'nder this decision of the court
227 mineral leases Issued by the stute
hoard of educational lands and fnmla‘
are annulled. The total fees collected
and turned into the treasury
from the holders of these
One i a fee of 3500
from & Peéennsyivanin  oll company,
which expects sometime to bore for
oil on state land

The largest fee pald was £1,000 h_\‘l
W. 8. Ridgell, state fire commissioner |
@ president of the Nebraska Refining'
nnd Pipe Line company of \':ulunlilw.|
Mr. Ridgell paid a fee of $1,000 in|
the form of a ensh bonus for a mmvr-i
ul lease on Briggs' lake in Dawes|
county, when the mineral rights on
that tract of land were put up at aue- |
tion by the state board. The fee
charged by the state for a  lease to|
the mineral rights of a seetion of|
state land is §1

stale

]
leases 08

together with a fee|
of £2 for filing, making a charge of
only £3 for a lease, All leases provide
for a one-eigth royalty for the stnte
for all mineral removed from state
land. ‘

State land  commissioner G, l..l
Shumway, one of the first state nf—=
ficers to urge the issuance of miner-|
al leases on state lands already under)
leage for grazing ond agricultural |
purposes, has frequently asserted
that there are millions of dollars in

inera ek, he st <an ooty Fal Gattlg $tady to 106 Lower

got legsees to manufacture .
Thus far the state has derived uu:
revenue from minerial leases in the
form of royalty. None of the lessees of
potash lakes owned by the state have
viet gone into the manufacturing of
potash. The potash industry Is thriv-|
ing, apparently, but the brine used
in factories is  practinlly all taken

from lands owned by private persons |
|

potash

Hemingford ‘f
News Items |

Miss Noran Hansen is quite i1l at
her home in this eity.

Mrs. John Grounnet of Marsland.
visited with friends in town the mid-
dle of the week, she returned to her
home Thursday accompanied by her
uncle, Grove Fosket.

L ] L L]

Mre Geo, Baker and Miss Helen |
Greene spent a day in Alliance dur-)
ing the week.

. L] L] !

Jim” Wilson returned Saturday
from a few days trip to Wyo,

. L ] L]

Mr. and Mrs, Pruden and son Ken-
neth autoed over to Gering nndt
Scottsbluffs Sunday.

Miss Hattle Grimes was a west
bound passenger to Wyoming Tues-
day, to make residence on her home-
stead.

L] L] L

AMiss Mable Gihson clogsed a suc-|
cessful term of school in the Duhow)|
digtriet near Marsland, Friday, and

with het
|

is spending her vacation
parents here

L] L L |
Willsey and Clarence |
business trip to

Mr. Gen
Rosenbersg

Antioch Sunday
L - .

made n

Mrs John Crosshy of Grand|

Island, ig visiting her davehter, Mrs, |

H. R, Olds this week i
L] . .

Mrs Charlie Shinder was hllii{"l,
ping in Alliance Saturday between
trains

L] L L ]
D W, Butler autoed to  Alliance

Tuesday on business
" " 0w
Several auto loads of Young folks
from here autoed to Antioch Satur-
day night to the big Dedication

dance
L] L] L ]

Miss Charlotte Katen came up
from Alliance Baturday, for a few|
days visit with her sister, Mrs. C. A.|
Rosland Mrs. Mul Olds.

L ] - L +

= |
H. A Krutzer was up from Antioch |

Sunday looking after some business
matters here, |
. s @ |

M. Isr.R. Walker was a paauen-'

ger to Alllance Monday on 44 to hlVO;

ed until his death., The Family

and Mre D W

| cholee stockers, SLAO@ 1LO0; fulr to

| showedd ap, 14,600 hewld, and while the

some dental work done, She returned
the same afternoon on 43
. L ] L]
Mr. nnd Mre. Russell Mellek sutoed
to Alliance Sunday night to the

movies.
- 8 -

Mra, Claude Brown who hag been
visiting at Van Tassel, Wyo for
some time stopped here over Sat and
Sunday for a visit before returining
to her home at San Diexo Cal

. L] L]
from Siverton
Lichle

Word reaches hers
Opre. that Mr. Henry
March 17, 1918, ait his home
nenr Silverton, Mr. Lichite wag one of
the early settlers of t Dunlap, Nebn
and was emploved by the Government
ns mall carrier from Duntap to Heom-
ingford for & numbor of years ; About

five yveurs ngo he disposed of his pro-

pasaed

nwny

perty near Duniap and moved with
his family to Oregon where he resid-
have

the syvimpathy of thelr many friends

here in these hours of sorrow
L . - i

Mr, and Mg, M C, Beanmont spont
the fore part of Iast week with Mr
Kenner

L] - ™

F. W, Melick attended to business
matters 4t the Co, Seat the latter
‘part of the week i
———————— |
OouU ?
B |

Toget quick relief take Dr. Kin

New Discovery, Used 50 years, Chee
the cold. Stops the cough. Try it.

g
DI“. I Sold by all druggists
*Ring’s

"TIScovery |
for Coughs s Colds

_— ~ . .
The Evils of Constipation

Leaving waste material in the body
poisons the system and blood and
makes you liable to sick headaches,
biliousness, nervousness and muddy
skin. Try Dr, King's New Life Pills,
Prompt relief. 25¢. At all druggists.

i
LIVESTOCKPRIGES |
AT SOUTH OMAHA

Than Last Week
H0GS MUST@Y 1D-150 LOWER

Active and Stronger Market for Both
Sheep and Lambs—Supplies Maoder.
ate and Demand Broad—Best
Lambs, $18.50. Ewes Bring $14.15,

Wethers $14.25. All Grades of
Feeding and Breeding  Stock
Wanted.

Union Stock Yards, Omaha, Neb.,

March 20.—For @ Monduy the run of
cattle was very falr, 9.30 head, and
guulity wus good. The muarket opeos
ed o 10 lower thuun last week, but
luter strengthened up wod the avers
fuge was not far from stendy. Cholee
beeves brought $13.00600 15,05, Cows
nnd heifers ruled steady to a shode

lower than the close of  last  woelk,
and the same was true of  stockers
und feeders,

Quutations oo cattle: Good to

cholce beeves, $13.00% 14.756; fair to
good beeves, $12.00@15.00; common
te felr beeves, $O.7T5@1L75; good o
choice yearlings, $10L.50@12.00; falr
to goud yeurlings, $10.00@ 1100 com-
mon to falr yearlings, $3.50@0.50;
good to choice helfers, $O.50@11.00;
good to  cholee cows, 3050 10.00;
fuir to good cows, S850@0.50; cuan-
pers and  cutters, ST.00@500:  veal
culves, SO00@ 1300  bologua  bulls,
STH0@S50; beef Lulls, SS50@ 1000 ;
primie feoders, $10L.004 12.20; gowl to
cholee feeders, $1000@ 10L00; fair to
o] feeders,  SOOONG 0 giud 10

goml stockers, 88756 0.0 common 10
falr grades, SG630@ 8500 stk helfers,
EXO0 TN stock cows, STOOQ W50
calves, SS.004 100,540

Hogs Show 10@15¢ Decline,
A literal Manday's run of

Stock

hogs

demand was broad, prices were Inrge
Iy 0@ 1w
decline hemg lnrgely on  the

lower than Saturday, the
|I"(|\y
hiEs, Faps brought $17.00, us ugalist
$17.00 lust Monday, and Lulk of the
Sl @ leTs,  ae

SI6.35Q@ 1075

tradling wWis nt
uEnilist
Sheep and Lambs Higher.
Recelprs of sheep and lumbs were
very moderute for the openiong day of
the week, about 18,000 hend, and with
g vigorous demand (rom all classes
of buyers, the market was active and
unevenly higher all around. . Choice
wool luwmbs brought 1800, and ewe
lambs for breeding purposes FIKTH,
Good ewes sold at $1415, and very
desirable wethers at S14.25,

Wik Lo,

Quotntions o sheep  and  lambs:
Lambs, good to chelee, S1T.75@ 15503
lambs, fair to good, S1T23@17.75;
lawmbs, beavy welght 4. T5@ 17.40;

lambs, feeders, $10.50@17.25; lambs,
shorn, S1H0@14.75; lambs, culls,
$12.00@ 100 ; yearlings, fair to

cholee, $15.00Q16.50; wethers, fair to
cholce, S13.20@14.7T5; ewes, falr to
cholce, $12.00@ 14.00; ewes, breeders,
all ages, $1200@1850;: ewes, culls
and caoners, $5.00@ 10.00

N "

“Living on Pasy strest™ 1s a slang '.g’ ™
phrase for finonclnl prosperity, or com perfectly

The Paenmonia Season,
The cold, dump wonther of Mareh
seoms to be the most favorable for

enptivating eo-ed haw lost
good stand-in by guessing

the pneumonin germs Now |is the fortable elreumstinnces, Origin U je wrong name over a teleplione,—
time to be careful, Penumonin often ¥0OWD, probably American.  dlnnehaha,

resuits from a cold. The qulcker & I

cold Is gotten rid of the less the dan- Oook Ernds. '1'
zer A= soon as the drst Indication You could mnke your own book end Uncpened? |
of a cold appearas tuke Chamberlain's by Joining two pleces of wmetal or | “Denrest (learge,

wood und then covering it with a cover
made of green inen, heavily e
broldered [n a conventional design.

Cough Remedy As to the value of
this preparation; 2k S nyone who has

| used it

silly langunge In your next letter ag
yonu did In your lnst, I shall return it 3
| tpopened,"=——Orange Peel. !

if yon use such
|

Bell Telephone Service
Is for Uncle Sam
Before Anyone Else Q

When war was declared
the entire Bell Telephona
System—including our equlp.
ment and our employees—
was placed at the service of
the government,

All the great military bu.
reaus, training camps, cane
tonments, navy yards, mu.
nitlen plants, arsenals and
warehouses have been con-
nected by telephone,

The Bell System has or
ganized and furnished to thes
governmaent fourtesan oom.
plete battalions of trained
telephone men who are wsith.
er constructing, maintaining
and operating telephones lines
for the forces in Franoce or
are in mobllizatien camps
ready to embark.

A great number of our em-
ployees have also Joined the
national guard or other mili.
tary organizations or have
been drafted. These thous
sands of trained workers
cannot be readily replaced.

The Bell telephone men now with the
army in France, recently completed the firet
all-American telephone system over.seas.
Cable dispatches to the press say that it Is
& great treat for the officers to use an
American-bullt telephone system after trying
to talk on the lines In use over there.

are becoming very serious.

please remember the

telephone equipment at this time and by making no unnecessary
or long distance calls 7

NEBRASKA TELEPHONE COMPANY

With eur working foroes depl with
equipment growing more scarse a
phone materials costing praetieally double
what they did two years age, our problems

When you use the telephone won't

which we are furnishing service?

Won't you help us to “do our bit¥ by not asking for additional

Another

War Savings
Stamp.

tele-

you
Iffioulties wunder

local

When you Averyize your farm you ean be  sure vou have made a wise
get an Avery Tractor you are getting a tractor that is long past the exp
are getting a tractor that has been put to every kind of o test known.

proval policy. We have proved the success of the Avery design by enterin
tant motor contest and demonstration held in this or any other country.
You ean burn kerosene too, and more suecessfully than in any other

that burn ALL the kerosene
Avery Tractors are built by a company having over thirty years’ exj

every state in the union and over 60 foreign countries,

Every Kind of Work

same design

gear used on other tractors, which saves expense and increases the power,
Tractors before buying.

Third and Laaamie

Avery Tractor

Means Efficiency in Farm Work

wriment stage,

We prove our faith in the Avery design by introducing Avery Tractors on a sold-on-ap-

Duplex Gasifier does the trick. No other tractor is equipped with it. Avery's are the tract

power farming machinery with tens of thousands of Avery maehines in operation all over tie
world, and by a company owning a large factory with branch houses and distributors coy oot g

A Size for Every Farm and for

The five sizes of Avery Tractors—S8.16, 1225, 18.36 and 40-80 h. p. are all
They are the only tractors with a double carburetor and duplex gasifier that
burns ALL the kerosene. They have a patented sliding frame that eliminates the intermediate

STURGEON GARAGE

seleetion, When you
Yon
g 1t in every impor

tractor, The Avers

wrienee in building

B

built of the

Investigate Avery

Allince



